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would have a better chance of winning a favourable
audience.

These things, in the irritated condition of the simple
Tartars, passed by acclamation ; and all returned homewards
to push forward with the most furious speed the preparations
for their awful undertaking. Rapid and energetic these of
necessity were ; and in that degree they became noticeable
and manifest to the Russians who happened to be intermingled
with the different hordes, either on commercial errands, or as
agents officially from the Russian Government, some in a
financial, others in a diplomatic character.

Amongst these last (indeed at the head of them) was a
Russian of some distinction, by name Kichinskoi, a man
memorable for his vanity, and memorable also as one of the
many victims to the Tartar revolution. This Kichinskoi
had been sent by the Empress as her envoy to overlook the
conduct of the Kalmucks ; he was styled the Grand Pristaw,
or Great Commissioner, and was universally known amongst
the Tartar tribes by this title. His mixed character of
ambassador and of political surveillant, combined with the
dependent state of the Kalmucks, gave him a real weight in
the Tartar councils, and might have given him a far greater,
had not his outrageous self-conceit, and his arrogant confi-
dence in his own authority as due chiefly to his personal
qualities for command, led him into such harsh displays of
power, and menaces so odious to the Tartar pride, as very
soon made him an object of their profoundest malice. He
had publicly insulted the Khan; and, upon making a com-
munication to him to the effect that some reports began to
circulate, and even to reach the Empress, of a design in
agitation to fly from the imperial dominions, he had ven-
tured to say, " But this you dare not attempt; I laugh at
such rumours ; yes, Khan, I laugh at them to the Empress;
for you are a chained bear, and that you know." The Khan
turned away^ on his heel with marked disdain; and the
Pristaw, foaming at the mouth, continued to utter, amongst
those of the Khan's attendants who staid behind to catch his
real sentiments in a moment of unguarded passion, all that
the blindest frenzy of rage could suggest to the most pre-
sumptuous of fools. It was now ascertained that suspicions